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WHAT IS COMMISSIONERS’ SCHOOL OF EXCELLENCE? 
 

A once-in-a-lifetime experience, the annual Commissioners’ School of Excellence (CSE) is an 

exciting, two-week summer residential learning program for selected outstanding ninth grade 

students.  Now in its 33rd year, CSE is funded by the Gaston County Commissioners and is 

directed and supervised by Gaston County Schools.   

 

Through seminars, problem-solving activities, simulations, field trips, guest speakers, and 

“hands-on” experiences, students examine issues relevant to their future and the future of Gaston 

County.   

 

In the past, CSE participants investigated topics related to science and technology and its effect 

on the future; leadership through community involvement; the arts and its impact on culture and 

society; and personality characteristics and effective leadership qualities.  Through teamwork 

activities, participants learn the importance of working together and the value of effective 

leadership, problem-solving, communication, and community service. 

 

 

WHO IS ELIGIBLE TO ATTEND? 
 

Admission to the Commissioner’s School of Excellence shall be open to all ninth grade students 

in public and private Gaston County High Schools and be based on outstanding class 

performance, leadership potential, and faculty evaluations. A committee at each high school 

screens and recommends students for acceptance to CSE.  Approximately 60 students are chosen 

from across the county based on their academic performance, extracurricular activities (school 

and community), leadership potential, self-motivation, and written expression.  There is no cost 

to students who are selected to attend. 

 

 

WHEN IS COMMISSIONERS’ SCHOOL OF EXCELLENCE? 
 

The Commissioners’ School of Excellence is June 16-27, 2019 at Belmont Abbey College.  
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HOW DOES THE PROGRAM WORK? 
 

Students report to Belmont Abbey College for Commissioners’ School on Sunday, June 16, 2019 

at 6:00 p.m.  They remain on campus until Friday, June 21.  After the weekend at home, students 

return Sunday evening, June 23 and remain until Thursday, June 27. 

 

CSE participants reside in Belmont Abbey dormitories and dine in the school’s cafeteria.  The 

college’s library and numerous recreational facilities are available for CSE participants and staff 

to enjoy. 

 

During their two weeks at CSE, students may not leave and return for any reason except a 

medical emergency. 
 

 

HOW DO I APPLY? 
 

Current ninth graders interested in attending CSE should contact their school counselor for an 

application and information about requirements and deadlines.  Students selected to participate 

will be notified by their schools and should look for an email.  The application submission 

window opens February 4, 2019 – each high school determines its application deadline. 
 

 

WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS? 
 

Commissioners’ School of Excellence is a win-win partnership between the Gaston County 

Commissioners, Gaston County Schools, local colleges, and the community.  Participants reap 

numerous rewards from their experiences at the CSE.  

 

The unique benefits of Commissioners’ School: 

  

● offers opportunities to investigate local government problems and possible solutions  

● prepares students to become leaders in their schools and communities 

● features diverse and challenging program of activities 

● offers field trips to exciting community attractions 

● features stimulating visual and performing arts activities 

● provides one-on-one, small-group and large-group instruction 

● introduces students to nationally renowned speakers with experience in a variety of areas 

● offers a chance to experience dormitory and college life 

● gives students an opportunity to meet and interact with students from other high schools 

 
 

WHO DO I CONTACT? 
 

For more information, contact Lori Collins at lwcollins@gaston.k12.nc.us or Bridget Matzke at 

bsmatzke@gaston.k12.nc.us. 
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